Embed Metadata in Objects
(Content Aggregation)

By Fred Banks

Issue:  Metadata is scattered throughout many files and can confusion and require duplicating and modifying the same data.
Solution:  Embed metadata within the assets when possible.  Include “flag” in the manifest for status.
SWOT Analysis:

Strengths:
· Write once

· Uniformity

· History (traceability)

· Some copyright protection

· Many files support embedded data

· Removes needs for metadata files associated with assets

Weaknesses:

· Not all assets structured for metadata

· Simple lessons & assets may  not need this information

Opportunities:

· Associate with manifest

· Tool enhancement
Threats:

· Proprietary formats may not want to subscribe to such a format

· Old formats (bmp) that don’t support metadata

· Existing formats may have “upper limits” constraining extensibility
Discussion points:  

· How easy would it be to specify in manifest that data is there?
· Would it benefit LCMS’s?

· There are many formats that do not support embedded data.

� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SWOT_analysis





